Hitler could give you permission, ana ne would rather die than
doit.

This time, with Germany still fresh in my mind, I enjoyed
Antwerp and Bruges and Ghent and Brussels. I liked sitting
on a cafe terrace and reading the Independance Beige and waiting
for the Paris papers to come in and drinking excellent burgundy
and eating real pommes frites and being able to buy English
cigarettes and Sandeman's Port, which seems to be a staple
food of the Belgians, I can't think why, and chatting with
courteous elderly gentlemen with neatly trimmed beards who
neither tried to imponieren nor to ram their opinions down my
throat, but seemed to have a broad and intelligent and humane
view of the world and its problems.

It was over all too quickly, and duty called, so I dropped
down to Berlin to pick up my car, which I had left there, and
set down the road to Dresden and Prague and Vienna. It was
my last flying trip to Germany and the Lord knows if and when
I shall ever go there again, more's the pity, for in many ways
it is the finest country I ever saw or ever shall see.

Once again I bowed to the loveliness of Dresden, to the
immaculate villages and tidy fields, the brown, well-tended
children. Ahead, only a few minutes away, was my new world,
the Czechoslovak frontier, and behind that all Danubia and
the Balkans.

Everywhere were military preparations. Prague, the Czecho-
slovak capital, is but half an hour by air from this south-
easternmost part of Germany. Astride the Dresden-Prague
road great aerodromes were springing up. On all sides were
marching men, barracks, batteries, labour camps and labour
conscripts. The countryside was buzzing with military activity.

I ran up a hillside into the clouds and found the frontier
station in a damp white mist. Once more the impeccable
uniforms and clicking heels of the German Reich, and then I
was in Czechoslovakia, ninning the belt of country that is
inhabited by Germans, 70 per cent of them fanatically Hitlerist.
Bodenbach, the frontier town on the Czechoslovak side, was full
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